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What ‘s Skype?

• Free Voice- over - IP Sof tw are

• Peer - to- Peer  technology

• Mul t i - OS (Windows, Mac OS, Linux)

• Free Internet - cal ls

• Conference funct ional i t y

• Fi le Transfer

• POTS cal ls (SkypeOut , charged)

• Programming API (Window s)



16/ 03/ 2005 SEME -  E- Learn ing and VoIP 3

Conference Cal l  Demo

Lyon,
France

Leipzig ,
Germany

Graz,
Aust r ia
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Visions f or  using Skype

• Internat ional  video- conferencing for  
educat ional  purposes

• Cross cul tural  projects 
Vir tual  students exchange

• Consul t  exper t s
Skype prof i le search

• Educat ional ly or  theme- based peer -
to- peer  netw orks

Accord ing to Ben Wi l l iam son,
Educat ionGuardian.co.uk

Thursday Novem ber  13, 2003 
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Language Train ing

• Language courses
Exam ple: Russian curses

• On- l ine tutor
• Ind ividual  lessons or  “vi r tual  classes”
• ht tp:/ / w w w .t raining- classes.com/  

course_hierarchy/ courses/  
6062_Russian_lessons_via_Skype.php

•  Language 
tandems

Pract ise f oreign languages 
w i th nat ive speakers

ht tp :/ / w w w.jyve.com /
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Learning Approaches

• Mul t ip le usages in learning 
environments

Interact ive Quiz = >  Behavior ism

Vir tual  classroom s = >  Object ivism

Dist r ibuted  Discussions = >  Cogni t iv ism

Them e- Based networks = >  Const ruct ivism

• Skypes acts as...
Computer - assisted inst ruct ion m idd lew are
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Skype‘s Future

Desk tops PDA Mobi les    
Platforms

Communication 
modes

?

?

Col laborat ion

Video

Fi le t ransfer

Conference cal l ing

IM

Voice

Presence
© Nik las Zennst röm
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Next  step: Video 
Conference
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Technical  Cr i t ism

• Closed Source project

• Propr ietary netw ork  protocols

• No guarant ies (best  ef f or t  service)

• Dubious d ist r ibutor  (KaZaA)

• Resource shar ing

• No cooperate use possib le
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Conclusion

• Interest ing approach f or  
d ist r ibuted e- learning

• Extends exist ing f ramew orks but  
cannot  replace them

• Acts only as m iddlew are betw een 
teacher / learners
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Sources

• ht tp :/ / w w w .sk ype.com

• ht tp :/ / en.w ik iped ia.org/ w ik i / Sk ype

• ht tp :/ / educat ion.guard ian.co.uk / elearning/ story/ 0,10577,1083575,00.htm l

• ht tp :/ / w w w .apple.com / chde/ macosx/ t iger / ichat .htm l

• Nik las Zennst röm , Skyper  Presentat ion: 
ht tp :/ / w w w .idate.org/ j i i04/ b io04/ actes/ SKYPE_Nik las_ZENNSTROM.ppt

• ht tp :/ / w w w .uem- onl ine.org/ htm l2/ hotels/ im ages/ m ap- europe.g i f


